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NORTHUMBERLAND  COUNTY  COUNCIL. 


Report  of  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the 

Year  1942. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Countv  Council  of  Northumberland. 

Mr.  Chairman,  My  Lords,  Ladies  &  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  the  annual  report  for  the  year  1942.  In 
accordance  with  the  request  of  the  Minister  of  Health  the  report 
is  considerably  abbreviated,  and  many  details  of  the  work  of  the 
Health  Department  are  omitted.  Reference  is  made  to  the  more 
important  changes  and  extensions  which  have  occurred  during  the 
year,  while  some  detailed  statistics  are  given  in  tables  at  the  end 
of  the  report. 


Vital  &  Mortality  Statistics. 


Population. 

The  civil  population  of  the  County  in  1942  was  estimated 
by  the  Registrar  General  to  be  398,300.  In  1939  it  was  estimated 
to  be  412,240,  while  at  the  1931  census  the  figure  was  404,608. 
The  decrease  since  1939  is  largely  attributable  to  the  recruitment 
to  the  services  of  both  men  and  women. 

Birth  Rate. 

The  live  birth  rate  for  the  administrative  county  for  1942 
was  16.39  per  1,000  population,  which  was  higher  than  the  rate 
of  15.8  recorded  for  England  and  Wales.  The  county  figure  shows 
an  increase  on  1941,  when  the  rate  was  15.07,  and  it  is  the  highest 
recorded  since  1931.  The  lowest  rate  ever  recorded  was  14.80 
in  1939,  and  there  has  been  a  slight  rise  each  year  of  the  war. 
This  is  in  contrast  to  the  figures  for  the  last  war,  when  the  1914 
figure  of  26.61  had  fallen  to  20.39  in  1917, 
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Although  the  increased  rate  can  to  some  slight  extent  be 
related  to  the  decreased  population  on  which  it  is  calculated,  the 
significant  cause  of  the  rise  is  the  actual  number  of  live  births 
which  increased  to  6,529  against  6,138  in  1941  and  6,066  in  1939. 

This  increase  in  the  birth  rate  is  a  very  welcome  feature  of 
the  vital  statistics,  though  it  is  not  yet  possible  to  say  if  this  is  an 
enduring  change  in  the  trend  of  the  fertility  of  the  county.  A 
rise  in  the  birth  rate  followed  the  last  war,  but  proved  to  be  but 
a  temporary  check  to  the  gradual  fall  in  the  rate  which  has  been  re¬ 
corded  for  so  many  years  now.  The  fact  that  the  rate  is  rising 
during  this  war  rather  than  afterwards  may  prove  to  be  of  some 
significance. 

General  Death  Rate. 

While  the  general  death  rate  had  shewn  an  increase  from 
11.84  in  1939  to  12.84  in  1941,  this  rate  declined  slightly  to  11.59 
in  1942,  which  figure  closely  approximated  to  the  rate  of  11.6  for 
England  and  Wales.  The  total  number  of  deaths  was  reduced  to 
4,619,  against  5,231  in  1941.  The  number,  was  also  less  than  in 
1939,  when  4,883  deaths  occurred. 

In  considering  the  increased  number  of  deaths  in  1940  and 
1941,  above  the  immediate  pre-war  average,  due  weight  must  be 
given  to  the  severity  of  the  winters  in  each  case.  The  improve¬ 
ment  in  1942  indicates  that  there  is  not  at  present  any  decline 
in  the  standard  of  the  general  health  of  the  population  of  the 
county. 


I nfan tile  M ortality . 

The  infant  mortality  rate  for  the  county  fell  to  54  per  1,000 
births,  the  lowest  figure  ever  recorded.  This  is  a  mosi 
satisfactory  feature,  as  in  1941  that  rate  had  risen  sharply  to 
74.  It  then  seemed  possible  that  war-time  factors  might  be  re¬ 
sponsible  for  a  set-back  to  the  progress  that  has  been  made  in  the 
past  years,  but  it  appears  that  this  view  probably  was  not  warranted. 
Some  indication  of  the  progress  that  has  been  made  in  the  reduction 
of  infantile  mortality  may  be  seen  by  a  comparison  with  1917, 
the  third  full  year  of  the  last  war,  when  a  rate  of  101  was  recorded. 
The  third  full  year  of  this  war  sees  a  rate  which  is  little  more  than 
half  of  the  last  war  figure. 

While  it  is  permissable  to  express  satisfaction  with  this  trend, 
it  is  not  possible  to  regard  the  1942  rate  as  completely  satisfactory. 
The  infantile  mortality  rate  for  the  county  is  still  higher  than  the 
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rate  for  the  country  as  a  whole.  A  rate  of  49  per  1,000  births 
was  recorded  for  England  and  Wales  for  the  year  under  review. 
It  is  apparent  that  the  fact  that  the  county  rate  has  been  reduced 
below  any  previously  recorded  figure  does  not  warrant  any  relax¬ 
ation  of  our  efforts  to  bring  the  infantile  mortality  rate  down  to 
an  irreducible  minimum. 


Principal  Causes  of  Mortality. 

The  following  table  shews  the  chief  causes  of  death  in  1942 
and  the  figures  for  1941  for  comparison. 


Disease. 

1941. 

1942. 

No.  of 
Deaths. 

Percentage 
of  total 
Deaths. 

No.  of 
Deaths. 

Percentage 
of  total 
Deaths. 

Heart  Disease 

1,216 

23.24 

1,160 

25.11 

Cancer 

656 

12.54 

635 

13.74 

Intracranial  vascular  lesion . . . 

508 

9.71 

571 

12.36 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases  . . . 

186 

3.55 

1 56 

3.37 

Bronchitis 

266 

5.08 

239 

5.17 

Tuberculosis  ... 

259 

4.95 

192 

4.17 

Pneumonia 

218 

4.16 

153 

3.33 

Nephritis 

171 

3.26 

142 

3.07 

3,480 

66.49 

3,248 

70.32 

These  diseases  were  responsible  for  nearly  three  quarters  of 
the  deaths  in  the  administrative  county.  The  number  of  deaths 
from  cancer  was  the  lowest  since  1938,  but  the  percentage  of  total 
deaths  which  this  number  represented  was  the  highest  recorded. 
This  increasing  prominence  of  cancer  as  a  cause  of  death  is  an 
indication  of  the  advancing  age  of  the  population.  The  diseases 
of  the  heart  and  circulatory  system  as  a  group  remain  the  prime 
causes  of  death,  and  as  many  of  the  conditions  which  this  group 
embraces  are  diseases  of  advanced  years  it  is  not  likely  that  there 
will  be  any  marked  reduction  in  the  proportion  of  deaths  attribut¬ 
able  to  these  diseases. 


Infectious  Diseases. 

There  was  no  markedly  abnormal  incidence  of  any  of  the 
notifiable  infectious  diseases  in  the  county  during  the  year,  with 
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the  exception  of  a  marked  increase  in  measles.  The  numbers  of 
notifications  received,  and  the  deaths  from  these  diseases,  were  — 


Notifications. 

Deaths. 

Scarlet  Fever 

764 

Nil. 

Typhoid  Fever 

11 

1 

Diphtheria  ... 

600 

30 

Measles 

4,430 

7 

Whooping  Cough 

379 

2 

Diarrhoea  &  Enteritis  (under  2 

yrsd 

40 

This  was  the  first  year  on  record  in  which  no  deaths  from 
Scarlet  Fever  were  reported.  The  decline  in  mortality  from  this 
disease,  despite  a  continued  fairly  widespread  incidence,  is  one  of 
the  marked  features  of  the  trend  of  the  infectious  diseases  of  recent 
years. 

The  notifications  of  diphtheria  and  the  number  of  deaths  caused 
by  this  grave  disease  were  both  reduced.  Despite  an  increase 
in  immunisation  it  is  too  early  to  attribute  the  fall  to  this  cause. 

The  whooping  cough  wave  receded  with  a  fall  in  the  number 
of  deaths,  while  measles  more  than  doubled  its  incidence 
without  any  significant  increase  in  the  mortality. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  diarrhoea  and  enteritis  under  two 
years  was  the  highest  since  1936.  This  condition  remains  a  men¬ 
ace  in  childhood  and  considerable  effort  is  still  required  to  reduce 
the  mortality  from  this  cause. 


Diphtheria  I  minimisation. 

Considerable  progress  was  made  in  the  immunisation  of  child¬ 
ren  against  diphtheria  during  the  j^ear.  Though  facilities  have 
been  available  at  the  Child  Welfare  Clinics  since  1936,  the  early 
response  was  disappointing,  and  in  1939  only  113  children  under 
5  years  of  age  were  immunised  in  the  area  for  which  the  County 
Council  is  the  Welfare  Authority.  In  1940  and  1941  the  figures 
were  1 ,594  and  4,063.  In  1942  a  special  scheme  was  inaugurated, 
and  additional  temporary  Health  Visitors  appointed.  An  intensive 
drive  was  made  in  each  health-visiting  district  in  turn,  the  tempo¬ 
rary  staff  taking  over  routine  duties  to  release  the  permanent 
Health  Visitor  to  devote  the  whole  of  her  time  to  persuading 
parents,  and  arranging  for  the  immunisation  of  the  children. 
In  addition  to  the  special  immunisation  clinics,  arrangements 
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were  made  for  children  to  be  immunised  free  by  their  own  doctors 
where  the  parents  preferred  this.  A  total  of  5,139  pre-school 
children  were  protected  during  1942  in  the  area  of  the  County 
Welfare  Authority. 

In  addition  to  this  the  autonomous  Welfare  Authorities 
carried  out  extensive  campaigns  and  3,551  pre-school  children 
were  immunised  by  them.  These  authorities  together  with  the  other 
Sanitary  Authorities  of  the  county  are  responsible  for  the  im¬ 
munisation  of  children  of  school  age,  and  in  1942  they  carried 
on  this  work  as  successfully  as  in  the  previous  year.  13,237 
school  children  were  protected,  making  a  total  of  21,927  children 
for  the  year  in  the  administrative  county  as  a  whole. 

While  the  results  of  this  drive  for  the  protection  of  children 
against  diphtheria  are  satisfactory,  a  good  deal  of  ground  was  still 
to  be  covered  at  the  end  of  the  year  before  a  reduction  in  mortality 
from  the  disease  comparable  with  that  achieved  in  many  areas  in 
Canada  and  the  United  States  could  be  brought  about. 

Hospital  Accommodation. 

Prior  to  the  outbreak  of  war  the  Public  Health  Committee 
had  given  consideration  to  the  question  of  hospital  accommodation 
in  the  County.  War  conditions  made  it  impossible  to  proceed 
with  any  detailed  schemes,  but  the  arrangement  which  the  Council 
made  with  Newcastle  Corporation  for  the  treatment  of  patients 
in  the  Newxastle  General  Hospital  came  into  operation  in  1939, 
and  has  continued  up  to  the  present  time.  It  has  not  been  possible 
to  retain  the  full  number  of  50  beds  for  County  patients,  but  there 
has  been  a  slow  but  steady  increase  in  the  use  made  of  the  facilities 
available.  In  1940,  63  County  patients  were  treated  in  the  Hos¬ 
pital.  In  1941  the  number  increased  to  96,  and  in  1942  this  number 
was  more  than  doubled,  217  patients  being  admitted.  It  may  be 
added  that  the  increase  continued  in  the  following  year. 

Hexham  Emergency  Hospital  continued  its  work  as  an  Ortho¬ 
paedic  Centre  in  the  Emergency  Hospital  Scheme.  Arrangements 
were  made  for  the  expansion  of  the  hospital  to  a  total  of  640  beds 
during  the  year.  The  consultant  staff  of  the  hospital  who  are  in 
clinical  charge  of  the  patients  are  members  of  the  staff  of  the  Royal 
Victoria  Infirmary,  and  a  large  number  of  patients  were  transfer¬ 
red  from  the  Infirmary  to  Hexham,  under  the  Emergency  Medical 
Services  arrangements. 

An  appreciable  proportion  of  the  patients  admitted  to  this 
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hospital  were  resident  in  the  county,  but  the  hospital  is  not,  of 
course,  maintained  specially  for  the  benefit  of  county  patients, 
although  it  is  administered  by  the  Public  Assistance  Committee. 
It  is  evident  that  additional  hospital  accommodation  in  the  county 
will  have  to  be  provided  after  the  war,  but  the  part  to  be  played 
by  the  Emergency  Hospitals  is  not  yet  clear. 

Tuberculosis  Service. 

In  1939  it  seemed  that  war  might  bring  in  its  train  an  increase 
in  the  incidence  of  tuberculosis,  and  in  the  death  rate  from  this 
disease.  Experience  in  the  last  war  shewed  that  the  number  of 
deaths  from  all  forms  of  tuberculosis  rose  from  540,  a  rate  of  1.37 
per  1,000  in  1914,  to  572,  a  rate  of  1.60  in  1917.  It  can  be  accepted 
in  general  terms  that  up  to  the  end  of  1942  this  experience  had  not 
been  repeated.  The  number  of  deaths  from  tuberculosis  in  1939 
was  274  ;  in  1940  the  number  rose  to  284,  but  this  was  reduced  in 
1941  to  259.  Thus,  the  death  rate  from  this  cause  was  lower  in 

1941  at  0.63  than  in  1939  when  a  rate  of  0.66  was  recorded.  In 

1942  the  deaths  were  further  reduced  to  192,  and  the  death  rate 
declined  to  0.48  per  1 ,000  population.  These  figures  are  the  lowest 
ever  recorded  in  the  County.  The  decreases  occurred  in  both 
pulmonary  and  non-pulmonary  disease. 

The  number  of  primary  notifications  of  tuberculosis  which 
had  been  418  in  1939  rose  to  454  and  462  in  1940  and  1941  respect¬ 
ively,  but  fell  to  414  in  1942.  It  appeared,  therefore,  at  the  end  of 
the  year  that  there  was  some  improvement  in  the  situation  in  the 
county,  but  at  the  time  of  writing  it  is  possible  to  say  that  this 
satisfactory  position  was  not  maintained  in  the  following  year. 

The  work  of  the  Tuberculosis  Service  continued  satisfactorily 
throughout  the  year.  A  total  of  3,167  patients  attended  the 
Dispensaries,  269  of  whom  proved  to  be  tuberculous.  Nine 
hundred  and  sixty  five  X-ray  examinations  of  these  patients  were 
made.  At  the  end  of  the  year  1,179  patients  remained  on  the 
registers  of  the  Dispensaries  compared  with  1,174  in  1941. 

Despite  great  difficulties,  arising  from  the  shortage  of  nursing 
and  domestic  staff,  Wooley  Sanatorium  continued  to  treat  patients 
throughout  the  year.  215  patients  were  admitted  for  treatment, 
and  186  discharges  took  place  during  the  year. 

Thoracic  surgery  is  recognised  as  playing  an  important  part 
in  the  treatment  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  and  at  Wooley  this 
work  is  carried  out  by  Mr.  G.  A.  Mason.  Forty  operations  were 
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performed  in  1942,  an  increase  of  six  on  the  previous  year.  The 
operative  work  is  carried  out  at  Hexham  War  Memorial  Hospital 
and  the  post-operative  care  of  the  patient  is  in  the  hands  of  the 
Medical  Superintendent  of  the  Sanatorium. 

The  reduction  in  the  number  of  beds  available  for  the  treat¬ 
ment  of  children  suffering'  from  tuberculosis  which  resulted  from 
the  enforced  transfer  of  the  Childrens’  Sanatorium  from  Stanning- 
ton  to  Hexham  in  1941  caused  some  limitation  in  the  number  of 
admissions.  Seventy-two  children  were  admitted  in  1942,  com¬ 
pared  with  86  in  1940.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  pre-war  comple¬ 
ment  of  beds  will  become  available  again  as  soon  as  possible 
after  the  cessation  of  hostilities. 

County  Laboratory. 

In  1939  the  County  Bacteriologist  reported  on  30,503 
specimens.  In  1940  this  figure  fell  to  21,002,  but  it  rose  again  in 
1941  to  25,620,  and  in  1942  a  total  of  26,1 13  was  reached. 

There  was  a  considerable  increase  in  the  number  of  specimens 
for  venereal  disease,  11,048  being  submitted.  Examinations 
of  milk  for  B.  tuberculosis  also  increased  to  1,183,  while  1,481 
samples  were  examined  for  cleanliness  by  the  Methylene  Blue 
Reduction  Test.  A  reduction  occurred  in  the  number  of  swabs 
examined  for  diphtheria  bacilli.  A  total  of  7,844  swabs  were 
examined,  some  3,000  fewer  than  the  previous  year. 

The  difficulties  which  the  laboratory  experienced  owing  to 
the  abscence  of  a  technician  serving  with  H.M.  Forces  continued 
throughout  the  year,  and  the  increase  in  work  threw  considerable 
strain  on  the  remaining  members  of  the  staff  as  well  as  the  County 
Bacteriologist  himself. 


Venereal  Diseases. 

The  Venereal  Diseases  Scheme  dates  from  the  last  war  when 
grave  concern  was  caused  by  the  apparent  increase  in  these  con¬ 
ditions.  The  Public  Health  (Venereal  Diseases)  Regulations 
1916  laid  upon  the  Council  the  obligation  of  making  arrangements 
for  the  treatment  of  venereal  diseases,  and  in  1917  a  system  was 
inaugurated  whereby  the  Council  arranged  for  the  treatment  of 
Northumberland  patients  at  the  Royal  Victoria  Infirmary, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne.  No  record  is  available  of  the  number  of  persons 
treated  during  that  year.  These  arrangements  were  in  force  until 
August  1937,  when  the  present  scheme  for  the  administration 
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ol  a  Special  Clinic  by  a  joint  committee  of  the  authorities  con¬ 
cerned  took  effect. 

Thus  when  the  war  came  upon  us  again,  an  existing  machine 
was  available  to  deal  with  any  increase  in  venereal  diseases  which 
might  occur. 

While  no  great  increase  in  the  number  of  county  patients 
seen  at  the  Clinic  occurred  up  to  1941,  there  was  an  increase  in 
1942  of  130  patients,  a  total  of  757  being  dealt  with  for  the  first 
time  during  the  year.  This  rise  was  partly  accounted  for  by  an 
increase  of  79  patients  who  were  found  to  be  suffering  from  non- 
venereal  conditions,  but  there  was  an  increase  of  50  cases  of  prim¬ 
ary  and  secondary  syphilis.  There  was  a  slight  decrease  in  the 
number  of  cases  of  gonorrhoea.  At  the  end  of  the  year  718  County 
patients  were  on  the  Clinic  register  as  against  573  in  1941. 

In  order  to  make  additional  facilities  for  treatment  avail¬ 
able  the  Ministry  of  Health  introduced  in  1941  a  scheme  for  treat¬ 
ment  by  general  practitioners  who  had  received  a  special  short 
course  of  training.  This  scheme  was  adopted  in  the  County,  and 
30  practitioners  took  part  in  the  work.  Dining  1942,  65  patients 
were  treated  by  these  doctors,  and  it  became  apparent  that  the 
practitioners  scheme  would  not  reduce  the  amount  of  work  done 
at  the  Clinic,  but  rather  that  it  might  slightly  increase  this  work 
by  referring  patients  for  opinion  and  treatment. 

In  1942  the  county  saw  the  beginning  of  a  considerable  in¬ 
crease  in  propaganda  directed  towards  the  reduction  of  venereal 
disease.  The  Central  Council  for  Health  Education  undertake  this 
work  on  behalf  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  of  local  authorities, 
and  help  was  obtained  in  the  county  from  the  Regional  Organisation 
of  that  Council.  Meetings  were  held  in  large  works  in  Wallsend 
and  Newburn,  and  considerable  numbers  of  people  attended. 
This  beginning  led  to  an  increase  in  propaganda  work  the  following 
year,  by  which  time  the  national  advertising  campaign  had 
commenced. 


Blind  Welfare. 

The  number  of  registered  blind  persons  in  the  county  at  the 
end  of  1942  was  524,  an  increase  of  12  from  the  previous  year. 
A  further  increase  in  the  number  of  persons  registered  during  the 
year  was  recorded,  72  names  being  added  to  the  Register,  while 
the  total  of  60  names  removed  from  the  Register  was  the  same 
as  in  1941.  Most  of  the  removals  were  caused  by  the  death  of 
blind  persons,  but  7  individuals  were  decertified. 
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The  number  of  cases  referred  to  the  department  during  the  year 
increased  considerably,  and  126  patients  were  examined  by  the 
Ophthalmic  Surgeon.  Sixty-five  of  these  were  certified  to  be  blind. 
There  was  no  significant  change  in  the  type  of  case  coming  under 
investigation.  The  large  majority  of  the  individuals  were  elderly 
people,  and  there  was  no  evidence  of  any  increase  in  the  number 
of  cases  of  blindness  in  infancy. 

On  January  1st  the  revised  Regulations  for  Domiciliary 
Assistance  to  blind  people  came  into  effect.  Under  the  Regulations 
the  total  income  of  an  applicant,  the  husband  or  wife  of  the  appli¬ 
cant,  and  any  member  of  the  household  dependent  on  him  is  taken 
into  account.  The  income  of  non-dependent  members  of  the  family 
is  dealt  with  by  a  scale  of  contributions  towards  the  expenses  of 
the  household.  Prior  to  1942  the  total  income  of  all  members 
of  the  household  other  than  lodgers  had  been  taken  into  account. 
In  December,  1942,  283  blind  persons  were  receiving  domiciliary 
assistance. 

The  other  activities  of  the  department  in  connection  with 
prevention  of  blindness,  provision  of  spectacles,  maintenance 
in  Homes  for  the  Blind,  and  general  social  welfare  of  blind  people 
were  continued  satisfactorily,  and  there  were  no  markedly  unusual 
features  in  any  of  the  services. 


Maternity  &  Child  Welfare. 

The  fall  in  the  infantile  mortality  rate  to  a  new  low  level 
for  the  county  focuses  attention  on  the  Maternity  and  Child  Wel¬ 
fare  services,  which  have  played  such  a  considerable  part  in  the 
steady  decline  in  the  number  of  deaths  of  infants  in  the  first 
year  of  life.  The  work  of  this  service  and  the  work  carried  out 
in  the  county  under  the  Midwives  Acts  are  of  greater  importance 
than  ever  during  the  stress  and  strain  of  war  conditions. 

The  midwifery  services  in  the  county  were  fully  maintained 
during  the  year.  There  was  no  significant  change  in  the  number  of 
midwives  employed  either  in  domiciliary  work  or  in  institutions. 
There  was,  however,  an  appreciable  increase  in  the  work  of  the 
hospitals.  While  in  1941  midwives  had  attended  706  cases  in 
institutions,  in  1942  that  number  rose  to  1,147  patients.  The 
work  of  the  domiciliary  midwives  declined  slightly  in  1942  to  4,336 
patients  against  4,412  in  the  previous  year.  There  is  undoubtedly 
an  increasing  tendency  for  mothers  to  choose  to  have  their  con¬ 
finements  in  hospital,  but  so  many  factors  relating  to  domestic 
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difficulties  in  war-time  are  involved  that  it  is  not  yet  clear  whether 
or  not  this  is  a  permanent  trend. 

The  incidence  of  puerperal  pyrexia  was  less  than  in  1941, 
22  cases  being  notified  against  32  in  that  year.  There  were  also 
fewer  maternal  deaths  than  in  1941.  Although  the  number  of 
deaths,  19  in  all,  was  one  more  than  the  lowest  number  previously 
recorded,  the  maternal  mortality  rate  for  1942  was  2.82  per  1,000 
births,  which  figure  is  fractionally  less  than  the  rate  for  1938, 
and  is  thus  the  lowest  rate  recorded  in  the  county.  Despite  this 
fact  the  rate  remained  higher  than  that  recorded  for  England  and 
Wales  which  fell  to  2.47  per  1,000  births. 

Dilston  Hall  Emergency  Maternity  Hospital,  which  is  admin¬ 
istered  by  the  Council  on  behalf  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  continued 
to  operate  successfully  during  1942.  An  important  extension  of  the 
facilities  available  was  made  during  the  year  by  the  establishment  of 
an  Ante-Natal  Hostel  at  Newton  Hall.  This  hostel  of  twenty-five 
beds  is  situated  about  5  miles  from  the  Maternity  Hospital,  and 
patients  are  admitted  there  a  week  or  two  before  confinement 
is  due,  being  transferred  to  Dilston  Hall  when  labour  commences. 
In  this  way  beds  which  were  formerly  largely  occupied  by 
waiting  cases  are  released  for  lying  in  purposes  with  the 
result  that  a  larger  number  of  cases  can  be  dealt  with 
in  the  Maternity  Hospital.  The  hostel  was  opened  in  October 
and  worked  satisfactorily  for  the  remainder  of  the  year.  Ref¬ 
erence  is  made  later  in  the  report  to  the  year’s  work  undertaken 
at  Dilston  Hall. 

A  further  advance  in  the  midwifery  service  may  be  noted. 
During  the  year,  arrangements  were  made  for  each  of  the 
domiciliary  midwives  employed  by  the  Council  to  be  trained  in  the 
administration  of  gas  and  air  analgesia  during  labour.  This  train¬ 
ing  was  not  carried  further  in  1942,  but  subsequently  arrangements 
were  to  be  made  for  the  training  to  be  extended  to  other  midwives. 

The  story  of  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  service  in  the 
county  is  one  of  steady  progress;  progress  that  was  maintained 
in  1942  as  it  had  been  in  the  earlier  years  of  the  war.  New  work 
was  under-taken  at  the  request  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  and 
extensions  took  place  in  the  established  county  service. 

In  order  to  meet  the  need  for  nursery  accommodation  for 
children  whose  home  circumstances  were  affected  by  enemy  action 
or  the  calls  of  national  service,  as  well  as  for  the  children  of  mothers 
undertaking  war  work  in  industry,  it  became  necessary  to 
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provide  both  residential  nursery  units  and  what  were  termed  war¬ 
time  day  nurseries.  A  great  deal  of  work  was  needed  before  these 
schemes  came  to  fruition,  but  a  start  was  made  with  two  resi¬ 
dential  nurseries  and  two  war-time  nurseries.  The  first  children 
were  admitted  to  the  residential  nursery  unit  at  Hedgeley  Hall 
in  September,  and  in  October  a  day  nursery  was  opened  at  Prudhoe 
in  a  pre-fabricated  building  specially  erected  for  the  purpose. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  adaptation  of  Barndale  House  in 
Alnwick  as  a  day  nursery,  and  the  alteration  and  equipping  of  part 
of  Tillmouth  Park  as  a  residential  nursery  unit,  were  proceeding. 
Both  of  these  nurseries  have  subsequently  been  opened.  The 
whole  cost  of  these  schemes  is  borne  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

While  no  major  changes  occurred  in  the  established  services 
of  the  Council,  it  was  possible  to  make  some  extensions,  and  there 
was  evidence  of  increased  use  of  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
service  as  a  whole.  While  there  was  no  increase  in  the  number  of 
Child  Welfare  Centres,  arrangements  were  made  for  additional 
sessions  to  be  held  in  some  instances  to  meet  the  increasing  demand 
and  the  centre  in  Alnwick  was  transferred  to  more  suitable  premises. 
The  steady  increase  in  the  use  made  of  the  clinics  can  be  shown  by 
comparison  with  1940  and  1941. 


Total 

Total 

Year. 

Sessions 

Attendances 

Attendances 

Held. 

of  Mothers. 

of  Babies. 

1940 

2,276 

61,448 

60,822 

1941 

2,564 

69,099 

63,602 

1942 

2,768 

75,854 

65,791 

Two  new  Ante-natal  Clinics  were  established  during  the  year 
and  the  volume  of  work  done  in  the  county  shewed  a  considerable 
increase.  This  service  is  expanding  rapidly  and  comparison  with 
1940  and  1941  is  of  great  interest. 


Number  of 

Total 

Year. 

expectant  mothers 

Attendances. 

Attending  Clinics. 

1940 

907 

2,595 

1941 

1,347 

4,329 

1942 

1,580 

6,093 
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These  figures  indicate  the  advances  being  made  in  Ante¬ 
natal  work  in  the  area.  There  is  still  considerable  ground  for  improv- 
ment  in  the  number  of  mothers  seeking  advice  from  a  doctor  at 
the  post-natal  clinics.  It  will  be  appreciated  that  the  figures 
quoted  for  Ante-natal  Clinics  and  Child  Welfare  Centres  refer 
only  to  the  area  of  the  Count)/  Welfare  Authority. 

The  annual  report  for  1938  outlined  a  scheme  for  the  provision 
of  new  premises  for  the  clinics  of  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
service.  The  war  has  of  necessity  prevented  progress  with  this 
scheme,  and  many  of  the  clinics  are  housed  in  most  unsuitable 
premises.  While  it  may  be  possible  as  in  the  case  of  Alnwick 
to  find  alternative  premises  for  the  worst  housed  centres,  it  must 
be  kept  clearly  in  mind  that  if  the  best  work  is  to  be  done  for  the 
mothers  and  children  of  the  county  the  provision  of  new  premises 
is  a  matter  of  the  utmost  urgency  when  building  again  becomes 
possible. 

In  1938,  a  service  of  Home  Helps  was  started  in  selected 
areas  in  the  county.  There  was  an  appreciable  demand  for  such 
a  service  and  it  was  possible  to  assist  30  mothers  in  1941.  The 
growing  difficulty  in  obtaining  suitable  people  to  act  in  this  cap¬ 
acity  led  to  an  innovation  in  1942  when  two  permanent  full  time 
Home  Helps  were  appointed  at  a  salary  of  £104  per  annum. 
It  was  hoped  by  this  means  to  be  able  to  assist  a  greater  number 
of  cases. 

This  outline  gives  some  indication  of  the  considerable  amount 
of  work  and  the  steadily  expanding  scope  of  the  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  service.  At  the  time  of  writing  it  may  be  stated 
that  the  growth  of  the  service  was  maintained  in  the  following 
year. 


Dilston  Hall  Emergency  Maternity  Home. 

The  detailed  report  for  1942  drawn  up  by  the  Resident 
Medical  Officer  was  circulated  to  members  of  the  Maternity 
Child  Welfare  Committee.  The  story  of  the  year’s  working  is 
one  of  increased  numbers  of  patients,  and  of  results  even  more 
satisfactory  in  some  respects  than  in  1941.  The  very  high  pro¬ 
portion  of  61%  of  the  deliveries  were  first  babies. 

In  all  955  patients  were  admitted,  there  being  91  re-admissions 
during  the  year.  There  were  912  deliveries,  five  being  twin  de¬ 
liveries,  so  that  the  total  number  of  babies  born  was  917.  Eighteen 
of  these  were  still-born  and  there  were  21  neo-natal  deaths.  The  still- 
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birth  rate  at  1.96%  was  very  slightly  higher  than  in  1941,  but  the 
neo -natal  death  rate  shewed  a  slight  decrease  to  2.3%.  At  the  end 
of  the  year  878  babies  had  been  discharged  alive  and  well  compared 
with  857  in  1941. 

The  year  was  marked  by  a  noteworthy  freedom  from  maternal 
infections.  Only  6  cases  of  notifiable  puerperal  pyrexia  occurred 
— a  rate  of  0.66%  which  is  less  than  half  of  the  rate  for  1941  which 
itself  was  considered  low.  Two  maternal  deaths  occurred.  The 
year's  work  was  unfortunately  marred  by  an  outbreak  of  enteritis 
in  the  nurseries  with  three  fatalities. 

The  number  of  Caesarean  sections  increased  by  2  to  a  total 
of  28,  while  the  number  of  forceps  deliveries  fell  to  43  compared 
with  55  in  1941.  It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  the  number  of 
general  anaesthetics  was  reduced  from  132  to  103,  while  the  number 
of  local  and  spinal  anaesthetics  which  totalled  54  shewed  an 
increase  on  the  previous  year.  All  the  babies  delivered  by  forceps 
or  Caesarean  section  were  alive,  though  4  neo-natal  deaths  occurred 
in  the  series. 


Dental  Service. 

The  arrangements  whereby  the  services  of  the  dentists 
employed  by  the  Education  Committee  are  made  available  to  other 
branches  of  the  work  of  the  department  were  maintained,  and 
dental  treatment  was  given  to  patients  in  sanatorium,  to  blind 
persons,  to  Public  Assistance  patients,  to  mothers,  and  to  pre¬ 
school  children.  This  comprehensive  dental  scheme  is  of  very 
great  value,  and  it  seems  that  some  extension  of  the  scheme  must 
occur  in  the  future. 

It  is  with  considerable  pleasure  that  I  record  the  fact  that 
the  Senior  Dental  Officer,  Mr.  A.  E.  Robinson,  L.D.S.,  was 
appointed  by  the  University  of  Durham  as  Lecturer  in  Public 
Dental  Services  in  the  Dental  School  of  King’s  College.  This  was 
the  first  appointment  of  its  kind  in  England. 

Civil  Defence  Casualty  Services. 

The  Casualty  Services  remained  in  a  constant  state 
of  preparedness  throughout  1942  and  were  called  into  action  on 
several  occasions.  Incidents  occurred  in  various  parts  of  the  county 
though  mainly  in  the  coastal  districts.  The  personnel  of  the 
Casualty  Services  whether  in  First  Aid  Post,  First  Aid  Party, 
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or  the  Ambulance  Service,  acquitted  themselves  well  each  tinre 
their  organisation  was  put  to  the  test. 

The  main  feature  of  the  year  was  the  reduction  in  paid  per¬ 
sonnel  in  the  service.  In  order  to  contribute  to  the  general  war 
effort  the  Ministry  of  Health  reduced  the  paid  establishment  for 
First  Aid  Posts  to  125  from  193,  and  the  corresponding  figure  for 
the  Ambulance  Service  was  reduced  to  112  compared  with  the  147 
previously  authorised.  The  combination  of  the  First  Aid  parties 
and  the  Rescue  Parties  was  considered,  and  preliminary  steps 
taken  to  bring  about  this  change. 

One  of  the  Blyth  First  Aid  Posts  was  transferred  to  the  new 
Roman  Catholic  School  during  the  year.  There  were  no  other 
changes  though  the  number  of  Mobile  Gas  Cleansing  Units  was 
increased  to  fifteen. 

In  the  Ambulance  Service  the  trend  towards  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  central  depot  facilities  in  each  district  was  maintained 
when  such  a  depot  was  established  for  Longbenton  at  Forest  Hall. 
The  use  of  the  vehicles  of  this  service  was  extended  to  cover  trans¬ 
port  to  war-time  nurseries,  sick  bays,  and  hospitals,  together  with 
other  duties. 


Civil  Nursing  Reserve . 

The  Department  continued  to  carry  out  the  work  of  the 
Northumberland  Local  Emergency  Organisation  and  arrangements 
for  training  of  candidates  at  the  Newcastle  General  Hospital 
and  Royal  Victoria  Infirmary  were  maintained  throughout  the 
year. 

In  February  1942,  the  age  limit  for  entry  into  the  Civil 
Nursing  Reserve  was  reduced  from  18  to  17 \  years. 

The  only  other  change  in  1942  was  in  the  method  of  medical 
examination.  Whereas  this  had  hitherto  been  arranged  during 
the  intensive  course  of  training,  arrangements  were  made  during 
the  year  for  it  to  be  carried  out  by  the  Hospitals  prior  to  the 
candidate  commencing  her  training.  By  this  means  it  was 
hoped  to  avoid  calling  up  for  training  those  who  subsequently 
proved  to  be  unfit. 
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The  registered  members  of  the  Civil  Nursing  Reserve  numbered 
1,149  at  the  end  of  1942,  compared  with  1,195  in  1941  made  up 
as  follows  :■ — 


1942 

1941 

Trained  Nurses 

•  •  • 

114 

126 

Assistant  Nurses  ... 

• » » 

102 

111 

Nursing  Auxiliaries 

... 

933 

958 

Conclusion. 

The  report  reviews  briefly  the  working  of  the  Health  Depart¬ 
ment  during  1942.  I  wish  to  record  my  thanks  to  Dr.  Jamieson, 
Dr.  Moore,  and  the  other  members  of  the  medical  staff,  as  well 
as  the  members  of  the  clerical  staff  of  the  department,  for  their 
help  and  co-operation  in  carrying  out  this  work.  Finally  I  should 
like  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Chairmen  and  members  of  the 
Committees  for  their  assistance  and  support  throughout  the  year. 

1  am,  My  Lords,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  B.  TILLEY, 

County  Medical  Officer. 


April,  1944. 
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Table  1. 

Vital  &  Mortality  Statistics. 


The  following  table  shows  the  principal  vital  and  mortality 
rates  for  the  years  1892-1942  (inclusive). 


Year. 

Birth 
rate  per 
1,000 
living. 

General 
death  rate 
per  1,000 
living. 

Infant 
mortality 
rate  per 
1,000 
births. 

Zvmotic 
death  rate 
per  1,000 
living. 

Death  Rate 
from 

Respiratory 
Tuberculosis 
per  1,000 
living. 

1892  . 

33.25 

18.41 

130.00 

1.42 

1.67 

1893  . 

33.22 

18.50 

160.00 

2.35 

1.67 

1894  . 

31.76 

16.12 

131.73 

1.51 

1.56 

1895  . 

32.59 

18.72 

156.28 

2.29 

1.62 

1896  ... 

31.75 

15.87 

136.74 

1.46 

1.43 

1897  . 

31.57 

16.73 

150.66 

1.69 

1.50 

1898  . 

30.88 

17.44 

169.80 

1.99 

1.32 

1899  . 

31.46 

17.71 

173.88 

2.29 

1.27 

1900  . 

31.24 

17.53 

160.31 

1.73 

1.38 

1901  . 

33.22 

18.72 

183.57 

2.80 

1.25 

1902  . 

32.76 

16.63 

126.90 

1.40 

1.25 

1903  . 

32.58 

16.81 

145.43 

1.58 

1.19 

1904  . 

29.42 

17.12 

168.69 

1.99 

1.17 

1905  . 

30.41 

15.01 

133.57 

1.26 

1.02 

1906  . 

29.09 

14.52 

136.28 

1.51 

1.04 

1907  . 

28.25 

13.51 

112.93  • 

1.03 

1.00 

1908  . 

29.46 

14.82 

146.41 

1.28 

0.95 

1909  . 

28.43 

13.39 

106.99 

1.03 

1.01 

1910  . . 

26.91 

12.99 

114.73 

1.01 

0.93 

1911  . 

27.48 

13.96 

136.79 

1.94 

0,98 

1912  . 

27.05 

12.98 

93  80 

1.02 

0.86 

1913  . 

26.43 

13.61 

111.39 

1.28 

0.91 

1914  . 

26.61 

13.31 

1 13.78 

1.33 

0.91 

1915  . 

24.42 

15.82 

122.00 

2.04 

1.03 

1916  . 

21.91 

13.75 

101.00 

0.84 

1.10 

1917  . 

20.39 

13.60 

10100 

0.97 

1.06 

1918  . 

21.54 

17.26 

101.00 

1.07 

1.22 

1919  . 

22.14 

14.1 1 

102.00 

0.92 

0.97 

1920  . 

28.30 

12.89 

90.00 

0.76 

0.92 

1921  . 

25.50 

12.42 

95.00 

1.01 

0.87 

1922  . 

22.54 

12.72 

87.00 

0.41 

0.88 

1923  . 

22.56 

11.33 

76.00 

0.74 

0.85 

1924  . 

22.18 

12.06 

83.00 

0.40 

0.82 

1925  . 

20.88 

11.63 

82.00 

0.67 

0.78 

1926  . 

20.02 

11.37 

77.00 

0.53 

0.73 

1927  . 

17.90 

11.53 

77.00 

0.27 

0.81 

1928  . 

18.37 

11.39 

67.00 

0.28 

0.68 

1929  . 

16.79 

12.22 

81.00 

0.65 

0.74 

1930  . 

17.13 

11.02 

62.00 

0.23 

0.78 

1931  . 

16.66 

12.24 

77.00 

0.41 

0.75 

1932  . 

15.94 

1 1.33 

67.00 

0.25 

0.68 

1933  . 

15.42 

1 1.93 

71.00 

0.31 

0.65 

1934  . 

15.48 

11.78 

69.00 

0.43 

0.60 

1935  . 

15.60 

11.67 

71.00 

0.32 

0.53 

1936  . 

15.26 

12.02 

70.00 

0.30 

0.55 

1937  . 

15.16 

12.67 

66.00 

0.26 

0.54 

1938  . 

15.00 

1 1.76 

64.00 

0.31 

0.40 

1939  . 

14.80 

1 1.84 

55.50 

0.20 

0.52 

1 940  . 

15.00 

12.44 

59.00 

0.17 

0.55 

1941  . 

15.07 

12.84 

74.00 

0.25 

0.51 

1942  . 

16.39 

1  1.59 

54.00 

0.20 

.  -  — i. 

0.39 
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Table  2. 

Infections  Diseases. 

Notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases  received  during  the  year 
1942  under  Sec.  17  (3)  of  the  Sanitary  Officers  (Outside  London) 
Order  1935. 


SANITARY 

DISTRICTS 

:  Small-pox. 

J 

Enteric  Fever. 

| 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Whooping  Cough. 

Diphtheria. 

I 

'  Erysipelas. 

Measles. 

Pneumonia. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

Totals 

Boroughs 

Berwick 

_ 

— 

13 

1 

_ 

_ 

110 

1 

1 

126 

Blvth 

— 

— 

64 

79 

145 

7 

913 

55 

4 

1,267 

Morpeth  ... 

- — - 

1 

9 

7 

7 

6 

69 

7 

- — 

106 

Wallsend... 

— - 

1 

127 

53 

40 

18 

838 

100 

3 

1,180 

Urban  Districts 

Alnwick 

_ 

— 

8 

_ 

10 

3 

48 

— 

— 

69 

Amble 

— 

— 

3 

2 

3 

6 

25 

4 

- — 

43 

Ashington 

— 

1 

112 

3 

12 

8 

120 

37 

4 

297 

Bedlingtonshire 

— 

— 

26 

10 

19 

6 

286 

45 

3 

395 

Gosforth 

— 

1 

23 

26 

9 

4 

284 

31 

2 

380 

Hexham  ... 

— 

— 

12 

1 

15 

2 

6 

39 

— 

75 

Longbenton 

— 

33 

38 

101 

2 

112 

16 

i 

303 

Newbiggin-by-the-Sea  ... 

- — - 

1 

11 

4 

4 

9 

65 

39 

— 

133 

Newbum... 

— • 

1 

70 

13 

49 

2 

276 

39 

i 

451 

Prudhoe  ... 

— 

- — 

7 

— 

4 

1 

11 

5 

— 

28 

Seaton  Valley  ... 

— 

- — 

90 

23 

70 

6 

221 

5 

i 

416 

Whitley  &  Monkseaton 

— 

— 

33 

50 

54 

11 

123 

34 

i 

306 

Rural  Districts 

Alnwick 

_ _ _ 

— 

8 

4 

1 

2 

186 

7 

i 

209 

Belford  ... 

— 

— 

2 

3 

8 

2 

20 

11 

i 

47 

Bellingham 

- — 

— 

9 

5 

2 

- — 

91 

2 

— 

109 

Castle  Ward 

— 

4 

13 

21 

23 

2 

228 

15 

3 

309 

Glendale 

— 

— - 

4 

10 

1 

1 

36 

3 

— 

55 

Haitwhistle  . 

— 

1 

3 

— 

2 

1 

67 

10 

— 

84 

Hexham  ... 

— 

• — - 

13 

1 

7 

3 

65 

11 

13 

113 

Morpeth  ... 

— 

— • 

63 

10 

13 

12 

76 

10 

1 

185 

Norham  &Islandshires  ... 

— 

— 

2 

13 

— 

— 

16 

1 

1 

33 

Roth bury 

6 

2 

1 

3 

138 

7 

157 

Totals  ... 

— 

11 

764 

379 

600 

117 

4,430 

534 

, 

41 

6,876 

22 
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It  will  be  noted  that  the  death  rate  in  respect  of  the  whole  Administrative  County  from  all 
forms  of  Tuberculosis  in  1942  was  48  per  100,000  living  persons.  In  1900  the  rate  was  200.  The 
percentage  of  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  in  1900  was  11.4  against  4.2  in  1942. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  from  all  causes  in  1900  was  6,822,  whilst  in  1942  it  was  4,619. 
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Table  4. 

Tuberculosis  N otifications. 

Notifications  and  Mortality  at  specified  age  periods  during 
the  year  1942. 


New 

Cases. 

Deaths 

Age 

Periods 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

M. 

F. 

Total 

M. 

F.  | 

Total 

_ 

M. 

F. 

Total ! 

M. 

F. 

Total 

0— 

2 

1 

3 

' 

2 

1 

3 

1  — 

1 

— 

1 

10 

11 

21 

2 

— 

2 

3 

3 

6 

5— 

13 

15 

28 

25 

24 

49 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

o 

O 

15— 

111 

92 

203 

21 

17 

38 

48 

49 

97 

13 

6 

19 

45 — 

65  and 

47 

12 

59 

4 

1 

5 

38 

8 

46 

— 

3 

3 

upwards 

4 

3 

7 

1 

6 

3 

9 

2 

2 

176 

122 

298 

j  62 

54 

116 

95 1 

61 

156 

20 

16 

36 

In  1942,  4  cases  (2  pulmonary  and  2  non-pulmonary)  were 
not  notified  prior  to  death.  During  the  year  1941  there  were 
three  such  cases. 
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Table  5. 

Return  showing  the  work  of  the  Dispensaries  during  the  year  1942. 


Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Total 

Diagnosis 

Adults 

Chil¬ 

dren 

Adults 

Chil¬ 

dren 

Adults 

Chil¬ 

dren 

Grand 

Total 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F- 

M. 

F. 

A. — New  Cases  examined 
during  the  year  (ex¬ 
cluding  contacts)  : 
(a)  Definitely  tuber¬ 
culous 

108 

64 

8 

14 

5 

14 

19 

15 

113 

78 

27 

29 

247 

( b )  Diagnosis  not  com¬ 
pleted 

27 

23 

11 

7 

68 

(c)  Non-tuberculous 

270 

197 

48 

50 

565 

B.  —  Contacts  examined 
during  the  year  : — 

{a)  Definitely  tuber¬ 
culous 

4 

9 

6 

1 

1 

1 

4 

10 

7 

1 

22 

( b )  Diagnosis  not  com¬ 
pleted 

2 

7 

4 

7 

20 

( c )  N on-tuberculous 

— 

— ■ 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

21 

42 

35 

27 

125 

C. — Cases  written  off  the 
Dispensary  Register  as: 
(a)  Recovered 

10 

6 

10 

4 

1 

4 

9 

8 

11 

10 

19 

12 

52 

(b)  Non-tuberculous  (in¬ 
cluding  any  such 
cases  previously  diag¬ 
nosed  and  entered 
on  the  Dispensary 
Register  as  tuber¬ 
culous) 

— 

308 

258 

82 

77 

725 

D. — Number  of  Cases  on 
Dispensary  Registers  on 
31st  December  : — 

(a)  Definitely  tuber¬ 

culous 

402 

294 

96 

102 

25 

41 

75 

84 

427 

335 

171 

186 

1119 

(b)  Diagnosis  not  com¬ 
pleted 

*  ~ 

— 

— 

— 

- - 

— 

— 

— 

21 

18 

11 

,0 

60 

1.  Number  of  cases  on  Dispensaries'  Registers  on  January  1st  ...  1174 

2.  Number  of  cases  transferred  from  other  areas  and  cases  returned 

after  discharge  (under  No.  3  below)  in  previous  years .  101 

3.  Number  of  cases  transferred  to  other  areas  cases  not  desiring 
further  assistance  under  the  tuberculosis  scheme,  and  cases  “lost 

sight  of"  .  260 

4.  Cases  written  off  during  the  year  as  Dead  (all  causes)  ...  ...  106 

5.  Number  of  attendances  at  the  Dispensary  (including  Contacts)  3167 

6.  Number  of  “  Recovered  "  cases  restored  to  Dispensary  Register, 

and  included  in  A  (a)  and  A  (b)  above  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

7.  Number  of  “  T.B.  plus  "  cases  on  Dispensary  Register  on  31st 

December  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  423 
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Table  6. 

Residential  Treatment, 
year  1942. 


Wooley 

Sanatorium 

Preston 

Hospital 

Children’s 

Sanatorium 

Admissions 

215 

73 

72 

Discharges 

186 

66 

69 

Total  number  of  patients  who 
received  treatment  during 
the  year 

359 

90 

135 

Total  number  of  patient  days  . . . 

62,697 

7,015 

23,344 

Number  of  patients  receiving 
treatment  at  end  of  year 

169 

18 

67 

26 


Table  7. 

County  Laboratory. 

The  total  number  of  reports  furnished  on  specimens  submitted  for 
examination  during  1942  was  26,113, 


Analysis  : 

Tuber  cu  losis  exam  {nations . 

Microscopical. 

Sputum 

Others 

Biological. 

Sputum 

Others 

Diphtheria,  etc. 

Swabs  from  nose,  throat,  etc,,  for  B.  Diphtheria... 

Swabs  for  Haemolytic  Streptococci 

Others 

Enteric  Fever,  Dysentery,  etc. 

Blood  for  agglutination 
Faeces  and  urine  ... 

Others  ...  ...  ...  ...  : . . 


Meningitis. 

Cerebro-spinal  fluid 
Post  nasal  swabs  ... 

Miscellaneous  samples  examined. 
Not  otherwise  classified  ... 


Venereal  Diseases. 

Total  specimens  examined 


Distributed  as  follows  : — 

On  behalf  of  Joint  Committee’s  Clinic... 

For  hospitals  &  institutions  : — 

County  ...  ...  1,267 

City  of  Newcastle  3,550 


For  private  practitioners  : — 
County  ...  ...  687 

City  of  Newcastle  ...  465 


A  nalysis. 
Syphilis  . . . 
Gonorrhoea 


5,079 


4,817 


1,152 

9,831 

1,217 


Milk — examination  of  samples. 

For  cleanliness  test  ( Methylene  Blue  &  B.  coli). 
Classified  as  follows  : — 

Ordinary  milks  ...  ...  ...  ...  804 

Designated  milks  ...  ...  ...  ...  676 

Sterilized  milks  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

For  B.  'Tuberculosis 
Water — samples  examined 


1,905 

101 


39 


7,844 

1,291 

243 


86 

199 

15 


23 

3 


304 

11,048 


1,481 


1,183 

341 
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Table  8. 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  Regulations,  1936-1941. 

Licences  issued  during  the  year  and  number  of  visits  of 
inspections  : — 


“  Tuberculin  Tested  ”  (Certified) 
“  Tuberculin  Tested  ”  (Bulk) 

“  Accredited  ” 


Licences 

Visits  of 
inspection 

made  to 

issued. 

Farms. 

•  18) 

..  16) 

83 

.  172 

357 

28 


Table  9. 

Maternity  &  Child  Welfare. 

Cases  attended  by  Midwives. 


Year 

By  C.N.A.  Midwives 

By  County 
Council 
Midwives 

In  Institutions. 

In 

Independent 

Practice. 

Mid. 

Mat. 

Total 

Mid. 

Mat. 

Tot. 

Mid. 

Mat. 

Total 

Mid. 

Mat 

Tot. 

1940 

1,415 

2,637 

4,052 

378 

137 

515 

145 

204 

349 

71 

19 

90 

1941 

1,467 

2,424 

3,891 

385 

136 

521 

243 

463 

706 

18 

3 

21 

1942 

1,528 

2,316 

3,844 

365 

127 

492 

646 

501 

1,147 

22 

22 

44 

Table  10. 

Pu  crp  eral  Pyrexia ; 


Year 

Total  Cases 
Notified. 

Treatment  at 

Home. 

Hospital. 

1940 

33 

26 

7 

1941 

32 

15 

17 

1942 

22 

12 

10 

29 


Table  11. 

M dternal  Mortality. 


Year 

Puerperal  Sepsis. 

Other  Puerperal 
Causes. 

Total 

Deaths 

Rate  per 
1,000 
Births. 

Total 

Births 

(live 

and 

still). 

Deaths 

Rate 

per  1,000 
Births 

Deaths 

Rate 
per  1,000 
Births 

1933 

20 

3.04 

22 

3.34 

42 

6.38 

6,578 

1934 

15 

2.25 

21 

3.16 

36 

5.42 

6,642 

1935 

9 

1.36 

14 

2.11 

23 

3.47 

6,612 

1936 

10 

1.54 

16 

2.47 

26 

4.01 

6,477 

1937 

6 

0.93 

20 

3.11 

26 

4.04 

6,430 

1938 

4 

0.63 

14 

2.20 

18 

2.83 

6,350 

1939 

3 

0.47 

17 

2.68 

20 

3.15 

6,356 

1940 

8 

1.23 

20 

3.08 

28 

4.31 

6,502 

1941 

8 

1.24 

16 

2.47 

24 

3.71 

6,469 

1942 

7 

1.04 

12 

1.78 

19 

2.82 

6,746 

Table  12. 


Notification  and  Registration  of  Births. 


Y  ear 

Notified  Births 

Registered  Births 

Illegitimate  Births 
(included  in 
Registered  Births). 

Live 

Still 

Total 

Live 

Still 

Total 

Live 

Still 

Total 

1940 

2,760 

81 

2,841 

3,313 

152 

3,465 

140 

6 

146 

1941 

3,421 

80 

3,501 

3,364 

116 

3,480 

196 

11 

207 

1942 

.3,863 

74 

3,937 

3,605 

115 

3,720 

222 

7 

229 

30 


Table  13. 

Health  Visiting  Service. 

Summary  of  the  visits  made  by  the  staff  for  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  purposes  : — - 


Year 

Live  Births 
Registered  in 
the 

Administra¬ 
tive  County 

First 

Visits 

to 

Infants 

Revisits  to 
Infants 
under  the 
age  of  1  year 

Visits  to 
Children 
Age  1 — 5 
years 

Ante-natal 

Visits 

First 

Visits 

Re- 

Visits 

1940 

3,313 

2,429 

17,390 

38,138 

503 

643 

1941 

3,364 

3,261 

18.739 

40,611 

744 

625 

1942 

3,605 

3,191 

18,389 

37,482 

795 

559 

Table  14. 

Blind  Persons  Act. 

Number  of  blind  persons  on  the  Register  during  1942. 

i 

Number  of  blind  persons  on  register  1st  January  1942  ...  512 

Names  added  to  register  during  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  72 

584 

Names  removed  from  register  during  year  : — 

Deaths  ...  ...  ...  46 

Decertified  ...  ...  ...  7 

Removals  ...  ...  ...  7  60 

Number  of  blind  persons  on  register  31st  December,  1942  ...  ...  524 


This  number  comprises  262  males  and  262  females,  and  shows 
an  increase  of  12  compared  with  registered  blind  persons  at  the 
end  of  the  preceding  year. 
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Table  15. 

Mentally  Defective  Cases  Under  Guardianship. 

The  following  table  indicates  the  work  done  during  the  year 

1942  : — 

Number  of  cases  at  1st  January  ...  ...  ...  ...  117 

Number  of  New  Cases  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  6 

Number  of  Cases  removed  from  Guardianship,  admitted 

to  Institutions  or  died  during  the  year...  ...  ...  5 

Number  of  Cases  at  31st  December...  ...  ...  ...  118 

Number  of  Visits  made  by  Health  Visitors  during  the  year  430 

V 


